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The "Brick House" on the 65-acre HighScope camp near Clinton that was recently listed
for sale | Courtesy photo

The HighScope Educational Research Foundation, a pioneer in early childhood
curriculum development, is trying to sell its camp near Clinton.

The 65-acre site contains several buildings, sports fields, hiking trails and dormitory
facilities, and has been used for educational workshops, youth camps and teacher
training for more than 40 years.

While the camp has hosted thousands of children and educators over the years, it had
apparently become a financial drag on the foundation.

HighScope president Dr. Larry Schweinhart, in an e-mail message sent from a visit to
England, said the camp was not paying for itself, despite efforts to create revenue during
the off-season.

"For over forty years, the property was used to run a summer camp and other training
programs, which were relevant to HighScope's mission. We kept the facility open to
renters the rest of the year in an effort to cover its costs, but were unable to do so," he
wrote.

Schweinhart added that some of the functions carried out at the camp will continue in
another venture.

"Meanwhile, we have built on our camp experience to form the David P. Weikart Center
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for Youth Program Quality, a joint venture with the DC-based Forum for Youth
Investment. This center is working to improve the quality of camps, after-school
programs, and other youth programs throughout the country,” he wrote.

The Ypsilanti-based foundation is asking $795,000
through listing agents Tony Caprarese and Charlie
Koenn of Swisher Commercial. An adjoining 20
acres of farmland could be added for a combined
asking price of $995,000, Caprarese said.

_: - Programs at the camp over the years included an

international youth program, dance and movement
workshops, and teacher training. Buildings on the
site include a barn with a suspension dance floor,
an arts and crafts area and a wood shop; a dining
facility with a commercial-grade kitchen; and
dormitory facilities that can sleep more than 100 people.

The barn at HighScope's camp contains a
dance floor, an arts and crafts area and a
wood shop. | Courtesy photo.

Caprarese said two Michigan-based potential buyers have toured the site multiple times
since it was listed in late September. He said the marketing of the property has been
national and international.

"It's obviously a very unique property," he said. "The target could be anyone:
corporations, the private sector, the public sector, church groups, Girl Scouts."

In an environment in which real estate loans are experiencing increased scrutiny,
Caprarese added that the process used by lenders to finance an eventual purchase
would be different depending on the buyer.

"For someone to operate it commercially has a whole different set of criteria for
evaluating, as opposed to a church or nonprofit," he said.

Caprarese said many alumni of HighScope camp programs -- a group that includes this
reporter -- have noticed the listing and sent him comments on how important the
experience was for them.

"It's really impacted a lot of people around the world," he said.
A sales video can be viewed here.

The property was owned by the Archdiocese of Detroit before being purchased by the
late founder and president of HighScope, David Weikart in the mid-1960s. Weikart
donated the land to the foundation in 2000.

HighScope's educational methods, which emphasizae hands-on learning, have been
widely adopted in the United States and around the world. Some of its best known
research relates to the benefits of early childhood education programs such as Head
Start. The foundation is funded by foundation and corporate grants, and by contracts
with government agencies.

Freelance reporter Dan Meisler can be reached at danmeisler@gmail.com.

Share this post Tags: Commercial Real Estate, development, real estate

http://www.annarbor.com/business-review/highscope-foundation-lists-cli...

Login | AboutUs | Contact
Us | Privacy Policy | User
Agreement | Comment
Moderation Guidlines | Manage
Your Newspaper Subscription |
Advertise With Us
© 2009 AnnArbor.com LLC and
its licensors. All rights reserved.
Use of and/or registration on any
portion of this site constitutes
acceptance of our User
Agreement and Privacy Policy.

1/8/2010 4:01 PM



Ypsilanti-based HighScope foundation lists Clinton camp for sale - AnnA...  http://www.annarbor.com/business-review/highscope-foundation-lists-cli...

Related Articles: 12/22: Buyer of ex-Visteon factory in Ypsilanti will use site for
manufacturing

12/21: Ypsilanti's former Visteon plant sold by Ford-controlled ACH

12/20: Atwell office move in Ann Arbor shows top and bottom of real
estate values

12/10: Ann Arbor's ex-Ritz Camera building on South State sold in
$1.305M deal

12/10: Jaytec moving jobs to Chelsea after buying manufacturing
building

1 Comment:

Here's a review of the place on Yelp:
http://mww.yelp.conm/biz/high-scope-camp-and-conference-center-clinton

"The houses are set up with lots of bunks - there were four in our room, and five in the next room
through to ours. Each bunk had it's own separate storage space and light. There were mattress pads
and contour sheets on the beds, but you were responsible for bringing your own sleeping bag or
sheet/blankets. There were also plenty of small group meeting areas. For large group meetings, the barn
was great!"

| Edward Vielmetti
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